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“Loundry Day™ by Linda Marcille, painted on silk with steam-set dyes (article, p. 5)

* LINDA MARCILLE'S VERMONT VIGNETTES ON SILK

* TEXTILE ART & PHOTOGRAPHS OF BHUTAN LEAVE
BRATTLEBORO AREA FOR EXHIBIT IN THAILAND

EXHIBIT LISTINGS & MAP FOR NOVEMBER

Join Us for a Festive Downtown Stroll - First Fridays, 5:30 to 8:30
49 Venues, Many with Artist Reception, on November 7
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by Adam Silver, Director, Asian Cultural Center of Yermont

Opening on November 10 for three months, at the Bank of Thailand
Museum in Chiang Mai, Thailand, is a textile art collection based in Brat-
tleboro and images by a photographer from Putney. The exhibits share
in celebrating Bhutan and its exquisite art of weaving. This exhibition
happens just days after the historic coronation of 24-year-old HRH Jigme
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, the new King of Bhutan, who is overseeing
his country's peaceful transformation into a democracy.

The Bommer Collection consists of rare and brilliant weaving and
ornaments that have been gathered by textile art collectors Jay and
Rungnapa Bommer of Brattleboro. The Bommers collaborated with the
Asian Cultural Center of
Vermont in 2007 to create
the original exhibition
in West Brattleboro. This
2008-09 Chiang Mai ex-
hibition has quadrupled
in size the number of
pieces displaved to a total
of one hundred fifty-four.
The collection features
the Bhutanese national
dress, including full ap-
parel with accessories
for women and men. Also
exhibited are rare cer-
emonial tunics and utili-
tarian objects of the Bhu-
tanese. Weaving is prized
in Bhutan as high art and
an economic engine that
figures prominently in
their country's commerce
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Thai Television interviews Rungnapa Bommer s she installs ~ Bom mers' collection has
the exhibit of Bhutanese dress., developed over the past

two decades of extensive travel in Asia. Jay has co-written seminal research
on Burmese textiles, and Rungnapa is training hersell how to preserve




and mount antique textiles using inter-
national standards.

As in the 2007 Brattleboro exhibi-
tion, Torie Olson's fine art phatography
of the Bhutanese and their land comple-
ments the textiles. Fifty of Olson's large-
format photographs feature a compelling
series of recent portraits of the Bhutanese
people in their exquisite garments. The
images also focus on Bhutan's dramatic
architec- -
ture, lively |5 3s
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{Photo: Joy Bommer) textile ar-
tisans, monastic communities, and the
Bhutanese landscape. Torie traveled to Bhu-
tan in 2007 to photograph and research the
kingdom's rich weaving tradition and age-old
herding system. As a pholojournalist and
volunteer development consultant, Olson's
focus is on documenting, promoting, and
preserving the world's traditional arts and
rituals before they're lost to globalization,
imitation, and repression.

More information on how Brattle-
boro and Putney are going international
in Thailand is available at www.asianculturalcentervt.org/html/
Bhutan-Textiles-Exhibition-ChiangMai-Main.htm. =

Bhutanese archer by Torie Olson



