TRIBAL SPIRIT
Teak Woodcarvers of Northern Thailand

For many centuries Northeflrhailand has been known for having skilled craftspeople. From weavers te silver
smiths to woodcarvers, their talents have been sought out to decordtasha temples, and to adornflaint
homes Traditionally the wood carvers would decorate the doors, windows and stairwells, as well as the eaves ¢
spires of the individual buildings of thsats, with images of
. the Buddha and other deities in twisting and turning floral and
* plant designs. Since the tourism boom of thes, 7805 and 9G3
| these skilled craftspeople have broadened thderdifit styles
' to please the many visitors from all parts of the gldie ele
phant motif has been the main design these craftspeople have
< focused on, creating everything from huge, almost life-like

. sculptures to wall plaques with entire clans of 10 elephants or
more, all hand carved from teak wood.

Khun Pool of San Patong village and her husband Khun Rip
. are two of these carvers. Both Khun Pool and Khun Rip were
trained at a very early age to help meet the demand of the
- growing tourist tradeAs they grew older they were able to help
. supplement their familie$arming income with their skills and
- now the have a small business that helps supply the tourist
. shops of Chiang Mai. In a few daytime and armed with only
i a wooden mallet and a set of sharpened chisels, they are able
turn the twisted base and roots of a teak tree into a flowing we
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plants, elephants and fish, while also capturing the natural be:
of the wood. Nowas more and more tourists and business pec ¢
venture out of the city and down to their village, Khun Pool an 7
Khun Rip are eager to create new works of art that will be adr '}
abroad. Recently they have been training their son Nong Kgai -~
help with the family business. Between the three they are able ]
keep up with a growing demand for their products as well as
expand on their traditional motif§hey are eagerly looking for
new markets inside and outsideTdfailand and have been worki
closely withTribal Spirit to achieve this.

All the teak wood used in these pieces is farm-raised and lict
by theThai Government and is legal to expdithe wood carvers
are generally given the branches and stumps of the trees to w
with, while the rest of the tree is used for lumber and othgelar
projects.

We all hope that you find these products attractive and profit:
for your business and open to new ideas that our customers r
suggest.

Khun Pool carving



Khun Rip at work Nong Kgai putting on the finishing touches
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Government teak farm



